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Atty.  General  addresses  Exec.  Comm 
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is  charged  by  the  president  with 
"protecting  and  preserving  not 
only  the  safety  and  security  of 
all  Americans,  but  also  tneir 
rights,  liberties,  and  freedoms. 

"One  of  our  most  cherished 
freedoms,  one  we've  sacrificed 
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defines  us  more  as  a  nation  and 
differentiates  us  more  from  the 

extremists  who  are  our  enemies  PROGRAM  ANNOUNCED  —  U.S.  Attorney  General  Alberto  Gonzales  on  Feb  20  In  Nashville 

than  our  respect  for  religious  called  on  Southern  Baptists  to  help  the  Department  of  Justice  identify  and  report  abuses  of  reli- 

freedom.  Our  great  country  gjous  liberty  in  the  United  States.  He  unveiled  the  First  Freedom  Project,  aimed  at  educating 
was  founded  on  these  princi-  Americans  about  their  religious  freedoms,  during  an  address  to  SBC  Executive  Committee  mem- 

pies,  and  many  of  us  today  bers  Feb.  20  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  (BP  photo  by  Kristen  Sayres) 

believe  it  continues  to  thrive _ _ _ 

because  of,  not  despite,  them."  ‘  "  ’  j  "  ”  ~  "  .  ,  , 

The  Department  of  Justice  rights,  it  helps  to  have  the  attor-  dom,  Gonzales  said,  because  it 
released  Feb.  20  a  Report  on  ney  general  and  the  is  a  fundamental  part  of  U.S. 
Enforcement  of  Laws  Protecting  Department  of  Justice  on  your  history  and  one  of  the  nation's 
Religious  Freedom:  Fiscal  Years  side,"  Land  pointed  out.  core  principles. 

2001-2006,  which  describes  the  Among  the  cases  included  "In  the  First  Amendment  to 
importance  of  religious  free-  in  the  report  is  one  defending  the  Constitution,  at  the  top  of 
dom  historically  in  America  the  right  of  senior  adults  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the 

and  the  role  assigned  to  the  jus-  pray,  sing  religious  songs,  and  founders  declared  that 

tice  department/ The  report  also  hold  Bible  studies  at  a  commu-  Congress  shall  make  no  law 

summarizes  the  department's  nity  senior  center.  Other  areas  respecting  an  establishment 
accomplishments  during  the  of  enforcement  results  include  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the 
Bush  administration  to  protect  education,  employment,  hous-  free  exercise  thereof.'  Before 
religious  liberty  through  the  ing  and  lending  discrimina-  free  speech,  before  freedom  of 
enforcement  of  civil  rights  laws,  tion,  public  accommodations  the  press,  before  all  of  these 
Richard  Land,  president  of  and  public  facilities,  land  use,  other  crucial  rights,  we  pul 
the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  rights  of  institutionalized  per-  freedom  of  religion,"  the 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  sons,  crimes  against  persons  attorney  general  said, 
in  Nashville,  applauded  and  propertv  based  on  reli-  "This  area  of  law  has  noi 
Gonzales'  action.  gion,  and  religious  liberty  in  always  been  given  sufficient 

"The  attornev  general's  tne  courts  of  appeals.  attention  by  the  federal  gov 

desire  to  address  a  major  "We've  launched  scores  of  emment,  but  from  its  earliest 
meeting  of  SBC  leaders  to  investigations  involving  reli-  days  this  administration  has 
announce  this  initiative  shows  gious  discrimination  in  edu-  worked  to  increase  enforce 
both  the  importance  of  the  cation  and  housing,  a  sharp  ment  of  religious  freedon 
issue  and  the  commitment  of  and  marked  increase  in  the  laws,  including  those  agains 
the  justice  department  at  the  justice  department's  enforce-  religious  •  discrimination, 
highest  levels  to  defend  every  ment  of  tnese  important  fed-  Gonzales  added 
individual  American's  reli-  eral  protections,  Gonzales  "I  am  very  proud  of  thi 

{;ious  freedom  rights,  particu-  said.  "We  have  fought  to  report  we  re  releasing  toda\ 
arlv  their  free  exercise  rights,  maintain  and  make  clear  the  because  it  describes  a  legacy  c 
which  are  too  often  infringed,"  crucial  distinction  between  protection  unequaled  since  th 
Land  told  Baptist  Press.  improper  government  speech  passage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Ac 

"This  initiative  is  needed  endorsing  religion  and  consti-  of  1964." 
and  should  make  a  real  differ-  tutionally  protected  private 

ence.  When  individuals  find  speech  endorsing  religion.  Editor's  note:  For  a  transcrip 

themselves  in  a  confrontation  Religious  freedom  is  often  of  the  attornev  general's  remark : 
concerning  their  free  exercise  referred  to  as  the  first  free-  visit  umno.usdot.gov 
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BMC  offers  graduate  program 

BLUE  MOUNTAIN,  Ms.  (Special)  —  Blue  Mountain 
College,  affiliated  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
has  received  the  go-ahead  from  accreditation  officials  to 
begin  recruiting  its  first  graduate  degree  class  for  the 
Master  s  of  Education  in  Elementary  Education. 

"This  is  truly  a  signal  achievement  in  the  long  and  distin¬ 
guished  history  of  Blue  Mountain  College.  We  can  now  add 
2007  as  one  of  the  four  years  of  significant  achievement  in  the 
life  of  the  College:  1873  (founding  of  the  College);  1956  (addi¬ 
tion  of  a  ministerial  program);  2005  (coeducational  status); 
and  2007  (addition  of  graduate  study)"  said  BMC  president 
Bettye  Rogers  Coward. 

After  Blue  Mountain  College  received  reaffirmation  of  its 
accreditation  by  the  Commission  on  Colleges  of  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS)  in 
2005,  college  officials  immediately  launched  into  the  devel- 

rent  of  a  master's  program  in  elementary  education.  With 
recent  on-site  visit  dv  the  SACS  Substantive  Change 
Committee  in  January  2007,  BMC  college  officials  notified 
that  the  school  could  offer  the  graduate  degree. 

Since  the  30-hour  M.Ed.  is  a  new  program,  the  College 
will  report  to  the  Commission  over  the  next  two  years  to 
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Get  ready.  The  latest  and  possibly 
most  serious  assault  on  the  divinity  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  about  to  take  place.  It 
seems  that  some  of  the  people  in  control 
of  the  news  and  entertainment  media  in 
this  country  just  can't  rest  until  they 
reduce  Jesus  to  the  status  of  myth  ana 
minimize  His  impact  on  the  world. 

The  Lost  Tomb  of  Jesus  is  scheduled  to 
air  on  the  Discovery  Channel  on 
the  evening  of  Sunday,  March  4. 
Motion  picture  producer  and 
director  James  Cameron  of 
Terminator  and  Titanic  fame, 
alone  with  Toronto  film  maker 
Simcna  Jacobovici  who  bills  him¬ 
self  as  an  investigative  journalist, 
are  convinced  that  tney  have 
uncovered  die  real  story  of  Jesus. 

They  apparently  believe  that  a 
set  of  ossuaries  —  ancient  Jewish 
bone  boxes  —  discovered  in  1980 
in  an  old  tomb  at  the  site  of  a 
Jerusalem  apartment  complex 
excavation  contained  the  remains 
of  Jesus  and  His  family,  including 
His  mother  Mary,  Mary's  hus¬ 
band  Joseph,  follower  Mary 
Magdalene,  and  a  son  named 
Judah  whom  they  speculate  Jesus 
fathered  with  Mary  Magdalene. 

Think  about  it.  If  tne  bones  of  Jesus 
filled  one  ossuary,  then  the  Resurrection 
and  Ascension  could  be  called  into  ques¬ 
tion.  If  Mary  Magdalene's  bones  were 
buried  alongside  Jesus  in  another  box, 
that  would  give  credibility  to  the  idea  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  Da  Vinci  Code  book  and 
movie  that  Jesus  and  Mary  Magdalene 
married  and  enjoyed  a  typical 
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also  said  the  film  makers'  arguments  fail  to 
meet  accepted  archaeological  standards  but 
do  make  for  profitable  television. 

"They  just  want  to  get  money  for  it," 
Kloner  told  Associated  Press 

Stephen  Pfann,  a  biblical  scholar  at  the 
University  of  the  Holy  Land  in  Jerusalem, 
also  questions  the  validity  of  the 
Cameron/Jacobovici  documentary.  In  the 
same  Associated  Press  article,  he  points  out 
that  the  markings  on  the  bone  boxes  are 
hard  to  decipher  and  it's  more  likely  the 
scratches  don't  even  spell  "Jesus." 

"How  possible  is  it?  On  a  scale  of  one 
through  10  —  10  being  completely  possi¬ 
ble  —  it's  probably  a  one,"  ne  told 
Associated  Press. 

William  Dever,  described  by  Associated 
Press  as  an  expert  in  eastern  archaeology 
and  anthropology  who  has  worked  on 
such  sites  in  Israel  for  five  decades, 
stressed  that  real  archaeologists  have 
known  about  the  tomb  and  the  ossuaries 
for  a  long  time  now. 

"The  Tact  that  it's  been  ignored  tells 
you  something,"  said  Dever,  a  professor 
emeritus  at  the  University  of  Arizona.  "It 
would  be  amusing  if  it  didn't  mislead  so 
many  people." 

One  other  aspect  that  can't  be  ignored 
is  the  huge  market  in  fraudulent  antiqui¬ 
ties,  especially  from  that  part  of  the 
world.  Such  ossuaries  and  other  items 
have  been  proven  many  times  before  to 
be  nothing  more  than  unsophisticated 
forgeries  (see  http://www.sbcbaptist- 
press.org/bpnews.asp?ID=16148). 

It's  hard  to  understand  why  some  peo¬ 
ple  make  such  ridiculous  and  gullible 
efforts  to  debunk  Jesus  Christ.  They  will 
certainly  fail,  but  what  are  Christians  to  do 
in  the  wake  of  such  misguided  assumptions 
about  our  faith?  For  starters,  we  can  take  to 
heart  John  3:16.  That  says  it  all,  doesn't  it? 

Always  has.  Always  will. 


were 


Jesus 

and  enjoyed  a  typical  phys¬ 
ical  and  sexual  relationship.  If  the  bones 
of  a  son  of  Jesus  and  Mary  Magdalene 
were  contained  in  yet  another  ossuary, 
that  would  further  reinforce  the  idea  that 
Jesus  was  not  really  the  Jesus  of  the  Bible. 


Those  are  mighty  serious  contentions,  so 
on  what  evidence  do  they  base  their  theo¬ 
ries  on  the  contents  of  the  ossuaries? 
Scratch  marks  on  the  outside  surfaces  of 
some  of  the  ossuaries  that  are  purported  to 
be  in  the  difficult-to-translate,  archaic 
Semitic  script  used  in  the  time  of  Jesus. 

In  addition,  promoters  of  The  Lost 
Tomb  of  Jesus  have  said  that  DNA  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  alleged  bones  of  Jesus  and 
Mary  Magdalene  indicate  that  the  two 
people  were  not  related  and  were  there¬ 
fore  probably  husband  and  wife. 

Does  all  mat  speculation  lead  to  an  air¬ 
tight  case  refuting  once  and  for  all  that 
Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God?  Hardly. 

Amo6  Kloner,  the  archaeologist  who  first 
examined  the  site  of  the  tomb  shortly  after  it 
was  uncovered  in  1980,  told  Associated  Press 
that  die  purported  names  on  die  ossuaries 
are  some  of  tne  most  common  of  the  time.  He 


Though  moviemakers  have 
always  thrown  spitballs  at 
the  followers  of  the 
Christian  faith,  intolerance  has 
suddenly  become  the  percus¬ 
sion  of  their  profession.  Take, 
for  instance,  two  of  the  con¬ 
tenders  for  best  documentary 
at  the  Academy  Awards  last 
Sunday  evening  (The  Al  Gore 
film.  An  Inconvenient  Truth, 
won  the  award.) 


the  sincere  belief  of  charismatic 
Christians,  it  seems  tfent  on 
warning  unbelievers  that  evan¬ 
gelicals  have  a  powerful  voice 
in  the  political  world  that 
threatens  proponents  of  homo¬ 
sexuality,  abortion,  and  other 
secular  progressive  agendas. 

The  other  Oscar  hopeful  was 
Deliver  Us  from  Evil,  which 
chronicles  a  pedophile  priest 
given  sanctuary  by  higher-ups 
m  the  Catholic  Church.  It  depicts 
that  church's  hierarchy  as  a 
group  bent  cm  circling  the  wag¬ 
ons  in  order  to  protect  one  of 
their  own,  rather  than  caring  for 
their  parishioners. 

Certainly,  it  is  important  to 
uncover  the  callous  behavior  of 
some  religious  leaders,  but  it  is 
also  necessary  to  remind  audi¬ 
ences  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
many  who  truly  follow  Christ. 
Too  often  the  unmasking  of  hyp¬ 
ocrites  is  done  not  merely  to  cor- 


Guest  Opinion: 

Movie  makers 
skew  Christianity 

By  Phil  Boatwright 
Kansas  City,  Kn. 


rect  an  injustice  perpetrated  by  a 
denomination,  out  to  fuel  the 
fire  against  organized  religion. 

Friends  of  Cod,  a  Home  Box 
Office  special  helmed  by 
Alexandra  Pelosi,  daughter  of 
the  new  Speaker  of  tne  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives,  is  an 
entertaining  yet  somewhat  jaun¬ 
diced  view  of  those  who  believe 
the  Bible  to  be  the  inerrant  Word 
of  God.  By  showcasing  wrestlers 
for  Christ,  a  biblically  themed 
amusement  park,  and  a  drive- 
through  church  where  the  driver 
is  prayed  for  and  then  sent  on  his 
absolved  way,  an  entire  spiritual 
movement  comes  across  as  silly. 

We  already  know  die  subjects 
of  sex,  violence,  and  language 
have  been  exploited  by  most 
filmmakers.  Tne  battle  against 
objectionable  movie  content  has 


already  been  lost,  because  even 
Christians  attend  movies  with 
sex  and  violence.  When  it  comes 
to  justifying  the  support  of 
movies  mat  profane  Cod  and 
Jesus,  many  blithely  respond 
with  "Oh,  I  tune  that  out." 

If  they  didn't  adhere  to  that 
justification,  they  wouldn't  be 
going  to  many  movies,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  ones  nominated 
for  this  year's  best  picture. 

In  die  documentary  Fall  from 
Grace,  Kansas  filmmaker  Kevin 
Willmott  focuses  cm  Fred  Phelps 
and  the  Westboro  Baptist 
Church  of  Topeka,  Kan.  Phelps 
protests  America's  relaxed  atti¬ 
tude  toward  homosexuality  and 
targets  militaiy  funerals  as  a 
venue  to  preach  God's  wrath. 

How  Fred  Phelps  got  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  Baptists,  or  sane  peo- 


Ele  in  general,  is  scary  but 
lollywood  always  seems  to  be 
there  quick  as  a  Hash  to  scruti¬ 
nize  sanctimonious  zealots. 

When's  the  last  time  you  saw 
the  secular  film  community  rec¬ 
ognize  a  clergyman  known  for 
righteous  deeds?  Even  in  the 
new  release  Amazing  Grace,  the 
filmmakers  neglect  tne  compos¬ 
er  of  that  revealing  hymn.  We 
are  not  allowed  to  witness  one  of 
die  most  affecting  conversions  in 
all  of  history  —  that  of  John 
Newton,  a  slaver  who  came  face 
to  face  with  Jesus  and  then  com¬ 
posed  the  song  Amazing  Grace. 

Where  are  the  films  about 
Father  Damien,  who  bettered 
the  existence  of  people  suffering 
from  leprosy?  Where's  the  film 
about  Billy  Graham,  who  has 
reached  a  message  of  salvation 
>r  60  years?  There  are  men  and 
women  erf  God  who  have  turned 
their  backs  on  the  comforts  of 
this  world  in  order  to  love  and 
care  for  their  fellow  beings. 
There  are  a  few  exceptions  but 
generally,  we  are  living  in  an  era 
where  die  exposure  of  man's 
crimes  is  glorined  on  film,  while 
his  spiritual  victories  are  relegat¬ 
ed  to  obscure  websites. 


fo7 


Boatwright  is  the  editor  and  film 
reviewer  for  previewonline.org.  '  His 
commentary  appears  courtesy  of 
Baptist  Press. 
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Group  retracts  SBC  mischaracterization 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  embarrassed  by  this  and  deeply  ter  five  months  ago  to  SBC  slate  and  be  prayerful,  because 
A  child  sexual  molestation  vie-  apologize  to  the  convention  for  President  Frank  Page,  Executive  it  is  a  very  important  issue 
tims'  group  apologized  to  our  mistake  and  for  our  erro-  Committee  President  Morris  H.  Another  member  said  th< 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  neous  comments  to  the  press  Chapman,  and  Ethics  k  issue  isn't  being  swept  undei 
(SBC)  leaders  on  Feb.  22  for  about  the  lack  of  reply."  Religious  Liberty  Commission  the  rug.  A  third  member  saic 

making  false  accusations  that  Clohessy  said  SNAP  would  President  Richard  Land  there  is  a  moral  and  ethica 

leaders  had  not  responded  to  "keep  helping  Baptist  victims  "Our  letter  was  met  with  imperative  that  Southerr 
the  group's  letters.  and  keep  prodding  Baptist  offi-  silence,"  the  press  release  stat-  Baptist  churches  address  th< 

me  apology  by  SNAP  —  the  cials  until  every  wounded  ed.  "We  received  no  response."  issue.  A  fourth  member  saic 
Survivors  Network  of  those  adult  is  recovering  and  every  Brown  and  another  SNAP  his  church  does  backgrounc 
Abused  by  Priests  and  other  vulnerable  kid  is  safe."  official,  Mike  Coode,  attended  checks  on  staff  and  volunteers 

Clergy  —  comes  after  the  group  Brown  said  she  was  "grate-  the  workgroup  meeting.  One  and  he  said  other  churche: 
made  statements  in  recent  ful"  she  was  allowed  to  speak  to  workgroup  member,  pointing  need  to  do  the  same, 
weeks  charging  that  Southern  the  workgroup  and  that  SNAP's  to  the  letters  sent  to  SNAP,  told  Brown  addressed  the  com 
Baptist  leaders  nad  been  unre-  requests  were  discussed,  but  she  Brown  and  Coode  that  the  mittee  and  gave  her  story,  say 
sponsive  to  SNAPs  letters.  added:  "(A)t  the  end  of  the  day,  group's  press  releases  had  been  ing  she  had  been  raped  as  i 

On  Feb.  20,  the  Southern  no  child  is  any  safer  now  than  inaccurate  and  unjustifiably  minor  and  that  the  man  con 
Baptist  Executive  Committee's  they  were  before."  accusatory.  The  Executive  tinued  working  at  a  Southen 

Bylaws  Workgroup  discussed  H  owever,  Boto's  Feb.  22  Committee  had  responded  to  Baptist  church.  Choking  bad 
SNAPs  concerns  about  child  sex-  statement  had  noted,  "The  SBC  every  letter,  the  workgroup  tears,  she  said  it  wasn  t  unti 
ual  abuse  in  churches,  with  most  has  made  resources  available  to  member  said.  she  took  her  story  to  a  news 

workgroup  members  expressing  assist  churches  in  performing  Rules  prevent  the  identifica-  paper  that  the  man  was  dis 
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it  would  help  the  situation  if  but  had  reported  on  the  man's 
SNAP  apologized  to  the  people  resignation  when  a  lawsuit 
the  group  saia  had  not  respond-  drew  attention  to  his  actions, 
ed.  rage,  who  responded  to  SNAP  supports  the  estab- 
SNAP  in  an  August  letter,  said  lishment  of  an  independent 
an  untrue  picture  was  being  review  board  that  would  work 

E  in  ted  of  SBC  leaders,  whom  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  SBC,  be 
said  had  made  every  effort  to  funded  by  the  SBC  and  would 
communicate  with  SNAP.  investigate  reports  of  child  sex- 

Page  also  spoke  to  the  issue  ual  abuse.  One  workgroup 
of  child  sexual  abuse,  saying  the  member  expressed  doubt  that 
Executive  Committee  and  the  such  a  national  board  would 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  work  because  it  would  add  a 
will  continue  to  do  whatever  layer  of  authority  over  the  local 
they  could  to  address  the  situa-  churches  —  something  foreign 
tion.  He  said  it  is  extremely  to  Baptist  governance, 
important  to  protect  children  s  The  workgroup  meeting 
lives.  Other  workgroup  mem-  concluded  30  minutes  beyond 
bers  agreed.  Of  five  workgroup  schedule  after  its  members 
members  who  spoke,  nearly  and  the  SNAP  representatives 
every  one  said  more  attention  had  opportunity  to  express 
can  be  drawn  to  the  need  for  their  various  concerns,  with 


Missionaries  attacked 


clinic  to  be  treated,  she  was  Being  wafted  to 
a  hospital  in  Kenya  late  in  the  evening.  Her 
wound  was  not  nought  to  be  life-threaten¬ 
ing,  according  to  reports.  Garvin's  husband 
Carl,  age  60,  also  was  injured  in  toe  attack, 
but  his  condition  is  not  serious.  A  trained 
nurse,  he  has  emergency  medical  training 
and  was  able  to  aid  lus  wife  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  toe  shooting,  according  to  an  initial 
report  Kay  Garvin  was  conscious,  breathing 


Bob  Reccord  resigns  as  chairman  of  the  task  force  guiding  the  res 
hiring  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  making  the  Norfolk,  Va., 
tor  the  probable  nominee  of  the  new  North  American  Mission  Board 


At  least  one  Baptist  dies  and  probably  more  than  25  Baptists  were 
injured  when  a  tornado  sweeps  through  rural  Jones  County,  according  to 
Maurice  Flowers,  director  of  missions  for  Jones  County. 


William  Carey  College  reports  an  all-time  high  enrollment  for  1957 
with  457  students  enrolled. 


ptojqrt. 
rut  one 

No  one  else  was  hurt  in  toe 
of  toe  volunteers  reportedly 
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You  Can  Respond  . 
Right  Now! 

rnply  share  the  following  prayer 
ith  God  in  your  own  uvrds: 


1.  I^ord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
beliei't  in  his  name.  "  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


The  Unwelcomed 

I  am  privileged  and  honored 
to  be  in  scores  of  our  churches 
each  year.  Sometimes  it  is 
because  they  cannot  find  any¬ 
one  else  to  preach,  and  other 
times  1  get  to  be  there  for  a 
great  celebration  of  centuries  of 
ministry.  Regardless  of  the  rea¬ 
son  the  blessing  is  mine.  I  can¬ 
not  remember  a  service  in 
which  there  was  not  a  welcome 
time.  The  pastor,  a  staff  mem¬ 
ber,  or  occasionally  a  lay  person 
will  tell  everybody  how  glad 
they  are  that  they  have  come 
and  welcome  the  guests.  There 
have  been  times  that  I  have 
been  asked  to  give  the  welcome 
in  a  church  that  I  had  never 
been  to  before,  and  I  was  glad 
to  do  it.  The  problem  with  the 
welcome  time  in  our  worship 
services  is  that  it  comes  from  ID 
to  90  minutes  too  late.  Long 
before  anybody  ever  stands  to 
say,  "We  are  glad  you  are  here," 
the  visitor  with  afl  of  his  or  her 
uncertainties,  anxieties,  and 
awkwardness  already  feels 
what  they  are  going  to  feel. 

It  is  amazing  now  unwel¬ 
come  we  can  make  people  feel 
and  how  unaccommodating 
and  unreceptive  of  folks  we  can 
be.  The  writer  of  Proverbs  says, 
"A  man  that  has  friends  must 
show  himself  friendly"  (Prov. 
18:24a).  So  1  deliberately  make 
it  a  practice  to  go  about  meet¬ 
ing  and  welcoming  folks  as 
though  1  have  been  there  for  20 
years,  but  sometimes  you  can¬ 
not  get  folks  to  even  stop  and 
shake  your  hand  or  look  at  you 
and  acknowledge  that  you  are 
even  alive  or  maybe  even  nod 
their  head  and  speak.  Even  the 
ushers  or  greeters  are  reluctant 
to  welcome  you  or  to  hand  you 
a  bulletin.  I  walked  into  a  ser¬ 
vice  recently  and  the  usher  was 
standing  at  the  door  with  a  fist 
full  of  the  order  of  service.  1 
spoke  and  reached  out  to  get 
one  of  the  bulletins  only  to  be 
told  that  there  were  some 
inside  on  the  table.  I  said, 
"Thank  You,"  and  went  on  but 
I  could  not  find  the  table. 


‘Directions 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


We  worry  and  get  all  wigglv 
about  our  music  programs!)^ 
talk  about  the  content  of  the 
preaching  whether  it  is  strong 
enough  in  Biblical  content  or 
whether  or  not  we  are  present¬ 
ing  Jesus  in  an  evangelistic  way. 
If  the  people  who  come  into  our 
churcnes  feel  as  though  nobody 
cares  about  them  even  before 
they  get  off  the  parking  lot,  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  convince 
them  that  the  Jesus  we  know 
and  love  deeply  cares  about 
them  either.  He  does  care,  and 
we  must  also. 

By  contrast  to  some  awkward 
experiences  we  may  have  had, 
there  have  also  Wen  some 
absolutely  memorable  and 
uplifting  experiences.  Some 
years  ago  I  was  out  of  town  one 
Sunday  and  was  going  to  visit  a 
church  that  I  had  heard  about, 
but  1  had  never  been  there. 
When  1  turned  into  the  parking 
lot  there  was  a  man  standing 
there  smiling  and  waving  at  me. 
He  pointed  me  to  a  place  where 
I  could  park.  When  l  got 
through  parking  and  turned  my 
car  ignition  off,  there  was  a  man 
standing  by  my  passenger  door 
smiling.  He  opened  tne  door 
gently  and  saicl,  "Hello,  we  are 
so  glad  that  you  have  come  to 
worship  with  us  today."  I  said, 
"Well,  thank  you.  It  is  great  to  be 
here."  He  said,  "Where  are  you 
folks  from?"  Now  I  did  not 
think  that  my  Mississippi  accent 
was  that  bad.  In  fact,  it  actually 
wasn't  to  him  either.  He  just  rec¬ 
ognized  that  we  were  not  regu¬ 
lars  and  sensed  that  a  fellow 
was  trying  to  find  his  way 
around.  I  said,  "We  are  from 
Mississippi."  Surprisingly  and 
shockingly  he  replied,  "I  have 
never  been  to  Mississippi,  but  I 


have  heard  so  many  good 
things  about  it  and  I  have 
always  wanted  to  go  there."  I 
wanted  to  say,  "Do  what?"  I 
refrained  and  responded,  "We 
would  love  to  have  you  come." 
Then  the  man  directed  me  to 
one  of  a  number  of  doors  that 


prooaDly 
closest  and  easiest  way  to  get  in 
and  get  a  good  seat.  When  you 
get  to  the  door  there  will  be  peo¬ 
ple  to  help  you  find  your  way." 
1  said,  "Tnank  you/'  shook  nis 
hand,  and  walked  on  across  the 
parking  lot.  I  was  going  to  the 
door  that  he  had  pointed  me  to 
but  before  I  reached  the  door  a 
man  came  up  to  me  and  a  lady 
came  up  to  my  wife.  They  spoke 
to  us  and  said,  "We  are  so  happv 
to  have  you  with  us  today’' 
They  were  shaking  our  hands 
and  pointing  us  toward  the  ckxir 
as  tney  walked  over  with  us. 
They  introduced  us  to  some 
people  just  inside  the  door  who 
walked  with  us  into  the  worship 
center  to  help  us  find  a  seat.  As 
we  went  to  sit  down,  they  spoke 
to  one  of  the  ushers  inside  of  the 
worship  center,  and  he  came 
over  to  greet  and  welcome  us. 
He  said  a  few  positive  things 
about  his  churcn,  pastor,  and 
choir,  and  then  said,  "If  you 
need  the  restrooms  they  are 
located..."  He  told  us  exactly 
where  they  were  in  a  short 
walking  distance  and  said  if  we 
had  any  kind  of  need,  emer¬ 
gency,  or  there  was  a  way  he 
could  help  us  during  die  service 
that  he  would  be  right  there  all 
of  the  time  and  he  was.  He  did 
not  disappear. 

It  was  probably  20  to  30 
more  minutes  before  the  pastor 


came  to  the  pulpit  to  say,  "We 
want  to  welcome  all  of  our 
guests."  Well,  my  soul  and 
body,  he  did  not  have  to  wel¬ 
come  me  because  I  felt  like  I 
had  already  been  adopted  into 
the  family.  When  the  pastor 
gave  his  greeting  all  of  the 
thoughts  of  the  hospitality  and 
experiences  that  we  had  felt 
leading  up  to  that  moment 
were  reinforced  and  reverberat¬ 
ed  in  our  hearts.  It  is  amazing 
how  receptive  we  were  to  the 
work  of  the  church,  a  word 
from  God,  and  to  the  special 
music  that  we  joined  together 
to  sing.  It  was  all  uplifting 
because  we  were  already  lifted 
before  it  started. 

We  need  to  train  our  people 
to  share  their  faith  with  others 
and  have  a  passion  for  evange¬ 
lism.  We  need  to  have  good 
music  and  Christ-honoring 
preaching  in  our  churches.  We 
need  facilities  in  which  people 
can  meet  and  the  work  of  God 
can  take  place,  but  if  the 
atmosphere  is  not  warm,  invit¬ 
ing,  and  receptive  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  that  we  will  ever  reach  or 
attract  a  world  with  people 
who  may  be  unfriendly,  self- 
centerecC  self-contained,  and 
closed  to  those  around  them.  It 
will  not  happen! 

Please  understand  that  I 
know  there  are  things  that  go 
on  in  our  lives  that  sometimes 
get  us  off  focus.  I  also  know 
that  you  cannot  make  people  be 
friendly,  loving,  happy,  and 
wholesome  but  with  some  help 
and  encouragement  some  of 
them  can  be  so  that  when  peo¬ 
ple  come  to  worship  with  us 
and  the  pastor  gets  up  to  wel¬ 
come  the  guests,  they  will  feel 
that  they  have  already  been 
welcomed  and  are  glad  they 
have  come.  Jesus  clearly  pin¬ 
pointed  that  truth  to  His  disci¬ 
ples  as  He  said,  "By  this  shall 
all  men  know  that  you  are  my 
disciples  because  you  have  love 
-  "  (Jol  - 


one  to  another"  (John  13:35). 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


i 


MS  POSITIONS 


MT.  LIBERTY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Water  Valley,  Mim.,  it  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  minister.  Please  submit  resume  to 
search  committee,  906  Stephens  Street, 
Water  Valley,  MS  38965  or  call  Betty 

Mehon  (662)  473-2095. _ 

PIANIST  NEEDED:  Eastside  Baptist 
Church,  Pearl,  Miss.  K  you  are  an  inter¬ 

ested  musician  and  need  additional 
information,  call  (601)  939-2433  or 
email  peggyeastsidePbellsouth.net. 

MT  MORIAH  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Bogue  Chitto,  Miss.,  searching  for  min¬ 
ister  of  music  leader.  Looking  for  some¬ 
one  with  experience  and  knowledge  of 
working  with  all  age  group  choirs,  and 
who  can  direct  and  lead  congregation¬ 
al  singing,  Christmas,  &  Easter  cantatas 
Send  resume  to  music  minister  search 
committee,  814  Marwood  Loop,  SE, 

Boaue  Chino,  MS  39629. _ 

PIANIST  NEDS)  at  Rowood  area  church. 
Please  fax  resume  to  (601 )  992-4242. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 
REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 
Medicare  supplements,  major  medw  al, 
&  small  group  health  insurance  plans 
available  for  individuals  &  churches.  Call 
Carra  Turner  (662)  231-4487  for  rates  or 
visit  www.tumerimuranceonline.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  and  beach 
front  vacation  condos.  Spring  specials. 
GuK  Shores  &  Orange  Beach,  Alabama. 
www.gulfshorescondos.com.  Two  nights 
efficiency  sleeps  4  beachside,  $256. 
Four  nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beach¬ 
side  $605.  Two  nights  1  bedroom  sleeps 
6  beachfront  $383.  Four  nights  2  bed¬ 
room  sleeps  6  beachfront  $650.  Prices 
include  everthing.  Call  (205)  556-0368 
or  (205)  554-1524.  (expires  5/25/07) 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING  MS 
&  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 


BILL  GAITHER  3  DAY  FESTIVAL, 

Gatl  inburg  tour  Five  nights,  6  days,  3 
evening  concerts,  2  morning  services. 
Total  package:  bus,  lodging,  tickets  & 
most  meals  $780  (double  occ).  Purpose 
Driven  Tours.  Wayne  Barber  (601)  371- 

8733.  Many  other  tours  available. _ 

LASALLE  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  is 
accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Ministry  Coordinator  (aka  DOM) 
through  May  1,  2007.  Resumes  may  be 
sent  to  Kandy  Ray,  452  Fellowship 
Road,  Trout,  LA  71371  or  email: 

randyrayOcenturytel.net. _ _ 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  8>  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs  Church  Supply 
Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair. 
Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or 
call  (800)  368-2705. 


MOVING?  You  provide  truck  and  boxes. 
We  provide  Labor,  Moan  6  Groan 
Movers,  (601)849-3259. 

INSURANCE  CONSULTANTS  GROUP  - 
www.webicg.com,  specializing  in  Health 
Savings  Accounts  DAVE  RAMSFY-Endorsed 
Local  Provider  for  health  insurance.  Call  for 
your  free  quote  today,  1-888-8284)905  or 

(601)824-0905. _ 

SERPEN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  Christian 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 1 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON,  MISSOURI 
condo  nightly  rental  Like  home,  all 
new  furnishings,  street  level,  no  steps, 
breathtaking  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets. 

(  dll  888)  879-0388.  _ _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  M  CENTS 
interstate,  3.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 
www.lowermyphonebill.com/haroldtt. 


QUIET  GATLINBURC  CABIN  RETREAT: 

2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mt  View  from  deck. 
Full  kitchen,  level  entry,  $95/nite.  Fix 
Information:  (251)  666-2175,  (c)  (251) 
689-9982,  email:  pdiwPworfdnet.att.net . 
HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 
Insurant  e Too  Expensive?  Call  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  today  ...  We  Can  Help!  ToH- 

free  (877)  232-0686. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/)ackson,  (8 77)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Miss., 

phone  (601)  776-6617, _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  TULLA- 
HOMA,  Tenn.,  a  Southern  Raptist 
Church,  conservative  in  its  theology,  pro¬ 
gressive  in  its  methodology  is  seeking  a 
fulltime  Minister  of  Education/Building 
Administration.  Resumes  should  be  sent 
to  Dr.  Herb  Hester,  Pastor,  108  E.  Grundy 
Street,  Tullahoma.  TN  37388. 
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The  Nominating  Committee  will  work 
in  conjunction  with  the  heads  of  the  insti¬ 
tutions  and  agencies  in  bringing  a  list  of  nomi¬ 
nees  to  be  approved  by  the  messengers  at  the 
172nd  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  on  October  30-31. 

Nomination  forms  can  be  obtained  by  con¬ 
tacting  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  Executive  Administration,  P.O.  Box  530, 


Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3201  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  201.  E-mail  bbox@mbcb.org. 

Completed  forms  should  be  mailed  to  the 
Committee  on  Nominations,  Executive 
Administration,  at  the  above  address  to  be 
received  bv  Mav  1. 


March  1.2007 


- Tm  B  xnisi  Rixorp 


Homosexual  group  aiming  protest  at  Miss.  College 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor _ _ 

Mississippi  College  (MC)  in  Clinton 
has  been  targeted  for  a  March  22 
protest  by  a  national  homosexual 
rights  group  because  of  the  Baptist- 
affiliated  school's  disciplinary  policies 
regarding  sexual  impropriety. 

"The  Equality  Ride  is  two  months  of 
sustained  activism  inspired  by  the 
Freedom  Rides  of  the  civil  rights  era.  It  is 
a  journey  by  bus  to  initiate  discussion 
about  faith  and  sexuality  in  communities 
where  it  is  most  controversial.  An  unfor¬ 
tunate  number  of  Christian  colleges  and 
universities  blatantly  condemn  certain 
aspects  of  human  diversity,"  according  to 
the  web  site  of  Soulforce,  a  group  which 
identifies  itself  as  championing  the  rights 
of  homosexuals,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  and 
"transgendered"  people. 

"We  come  in  pursuit  of  greater 
understanding,"  said  Haven  Herrin,  co¬ 
director  of  Soulforce  Q,  a  youth-led 
movement  within  Soulforce,  in  a  Feb  21 
press  release.  "Our  goal  is  to  foster  a 
conversation  about  LGBT  people  and 
faith.  While  such  conversations  are 
often  marked  by  politics  and  divisive¬ 
ness,  we  bring  open  minds  and  hearts  to 
academic  settings,  where  we  hope  for  a 
genuine  exchange  of  ideas." 

However,  past  Soulforce  protests 
have  resulted  m  civil  disobedience,  dis¬ 
rupting  schools'  daily  schedules  and 
even  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meetings. 

"Mississippi  College  seeks  to  be  a  uni¬ 
versity  recognized  for  academic  excellence 
and  commitment  to  the  cause  of  Christ, 
and  to  ensure  that  we  fulfill  our  mission 
we  make  every  effort  to  provide  our  stu¬ 
dents  a  quality  Christian  education  in  an 


environment  where  inquiry  and  truth  are 
valued.  In  order  to  do  this  we  do  not  allow 
political  action  groups  to  hijack  3ur  daily 
operations  to  present  their  'view'  because 
they  fed  their  voice  is  not  being  heard," 
said  MC  President  Lee  Royce. 

"Soulforce  is  an  aggressive  chal¬ 
lenger  to  the  positions  held  by 
Mississippi  College,  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  and  Southern 
Baptist  churches.  We  will  not  allow  our 
campus  to  be  'taken  over'  even  for  a  day 
by  those  using  bullying  tactics  to  pro¬ 
mote  their  agenda,"  Royce  said. 

Mississippi  College  is  one  of  32 
Christian  colleges  where  2007  Equality 
Ride  protests  are  planned.  Other  Baptist 
schools  listed  as  protest  sites  include: 

•  Oklahoma  Baptist  University  in 
Shawnee,  Ok,  affiliated  with  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Oklahoma. 

•  Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas, 
affiliated  with  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas. 

•  Union  University  in  Jackson,  Tn., 
affiliated  with  the  Tennessee  Baptist 
Convention. 

•  University  of  the  Cumberlands  in 
Williamsburg,  Ky.,  affiliated  with  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Convention. 

•  Samford  University  in  Birmingham, 
affiliated  with  the  Alabama  Baptist 
Convention. 

•  Cedarville  University  in  Cedarville, 
Oh.,  affiliated  with  the  State  Convention 
of  Baptists  in  Ohio. 

•  Yellowstone  College  in  Billings, 
Mt.,  affiliated  with  the  Montana 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

"We  would  expect  Soulforce  to 
respect  our  constitutional  rights,  as  we 
respect  theirs,"  Royce  said.  'Academic 
institutions  have  the  freedom  to  define 
and  pursue  their  educational  missions 


and  truth  are 
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SOULFORCE  IN  ACTION  —  An  unidentified  female  member  of  the  homosenual-riiihts 
group  Soulforce,  Inc.,  attempts  to  disrupt  the  2002  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
annual  meeting  in  the  America's  Center  in  St  Louis.  SBC  President  James  Merritt  was 
delivering  his  presidential  address  at  the  time.  The  woman  was  telling  Merritt  to  call  her. 
City  police  also  were  present  to  escort  out  about  a  dozen  activists  who  purposefully 
walked  two  by  two  to  the  front  of  the  main  floor  area  as  messengers  were  garnered  for 
the  first  day  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  145th  session.  (BP  photo) 


without  undue  interference  As 
Soulforce  continues  their  crusade  to 
challenge  traditional,  Christian  posi¬ 
tions,  it  is  becoming  clear  that  Soulforce 
is  an  antagonist  of  academic  freedom. 

"Every  generation  needs  to  wrestle 
with  what  they  believe  and  why.  We 


welcome  and  encourage  that  pursuit  at 
Mississippi  College,  but  we  will  not 
allow  groups  that  are  in  opposition  to 
what  we  believe,  and  who  aemand  free 
access  to  the  campus,  to  force  them¬ 
selves  on  our  students  in  the  name  of 
tolerance  or  diversity  " 


Bethesda  Church,  Terry:  Revival,  Mar.  11-14,  7  p.m.;  youth  ser¬ 
vices,  Mar.  9  -14, 6  p.m.;  Gene  Douglas  and  Chad  Douglas,  speakers. 


2.  Layton  and  Family,  First  Church,  Runnelston 


1 .  First  Church.  Runnelstown,  has  called  Chris  Layton  as  pas¬ 
tor  Feb.  4.  Shown,  from  left,  are  Courtney  Layton,  Layton, 
Shena  Layton,  Lori  Layton,  and,  in  front,  Kristen  Layton. 

2.  Sunrise  Church,  Petal,  called  Gerald  Buckley  as  pastor  Feb. 
18.  The  church  held  a  reception  for  Buckley  and  his  wife 
Billie  Feb.  25. 


Nominees  sought  for  MBC  posts 


Members  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  (MBC)  will  soon  begin  meeting 
and  reviewing  the  trustee /boa  id  member 
positions  on  the  boards  and  commissions  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  for  2008. 

According  to  Matt  Buckles,  committee 
chairman  and  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Vicksburg,  there  an*  a  limited  number  of 
vacancies  to  be  filled  on  the  following 
boards  and  commissions: 

•  Board  of  Ministerial  Education 

•  Christian  Action  Commission 

•  Education  Commission 

•  Historical  Commission 

•  Mississippi  Baptist  Children's  Village 

•  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

•  Baptist  Health  Systems,  Inc.,  / ackson 

•  Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care  System,  Inc., 
Memphis 

•  Blue  Mountain  College 

•  Mississippi  College 

•  William  Carey  College 

•  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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1.  AWANA,  Calvary  Church,  Braxton 
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2.  Deacon 
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Deacon  Ordination,  New  Prospect  Church,  Oxford 


1.  The  Truth  in  Training 
AWANA  group  of  Calvary 
Church,  Braxton,  finished 


their  Discover  I  book. 
Shown  are  Cayla  Scott, 
Lakyn  Bynum,  Elizabeth 
Errington,  and  Regan  Neely. 

2.  High  Hill  Church,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  ordained  Danny 
Brewer,  Cleve  McBeath, 
and  Richard  Graham  as 
deacons  Jan.  21.  Shown  are 
Brewer,  McBeath,  Graham, 
and  pastor  Ray  Files,  front. 

3.  New  Prospect  Church, 
Oxford,  recently  ordained 
Jay  Parks  as  deacon.  Shown 
are  Jim  Burke,  April  Parks, 
Paris,  and  pastor  Ken  White. 

4.  West  Marks  Church,  Marks, 
ordained  Randy  Moore, 
Jimmy  Sanders,  and  Trip 
Hawkins  as  deacons  Feb.  4. 
Shown  are  interim  pastor 
Tom  McLaughlin,  Moore, 
Sanders,  and  Hawkins. 

5.  The  Dorcas  senior  adult 
Sunday  School  group  of 
Bowmar  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  conducted  a  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  church  to  raise 
Kinds  for  the  Memorial  to 


collected  6®  pounds  of  pen¬ 
nies  and  brought  them  to 
the  Baptist  Building.  Shown 
are  Virginia  Prevost,  Debby 
Nichols,  Inez  Kellicut, 
Louise  Hall,  and  Pete  Hall. 

6.  The  Brotherhood  of  Fellow¬ 
ship  Church,  Starkville, 
assisted  Bethel  Church, 
Poplarville,  in  rebuilding 
after  Katrina.  Shown  are 
Roger  Johnston,  Danny 
Spencer,  James  Williams, 
John  Lee,  pastor  Dustin 
Stockstill,  Rhonda  Goodwin, 
and  Archie  Goodwin. 

7.  North  Lons  Beach  Church, 
Long  Beacn,  set  a  goal  for 
$500  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  and 
received  $1907.62.  Four  of 
the  children  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  collecting  money 
were,  from  left,  Trinity 
Armentrout,  Abigail 
McQueen,  Gabriel  Sacco 
(front)  and  Anthony  Sacco. 

8.  North  Columbia  Church, 
Columbia,  held  a  commis¬ 
sioning  service  for  their  RAs. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


5.  Senior  Adults,  Bowmar  Church,  Vicksburg 
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Lottie  Moon  Offering,  North  Long  Beach  Church,  Long  Beach 
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8.  RAs,  North  Columbia  Church,  Columbia 


9.  Morgan  City  Church, 

Morgan  City,  recognized 
Lynaa  Adams  for  guiding 
(and  doing  most  of  the 
work)  for  me  church's  cen¬ 
tennial  celebration.  Adams 
was  given  a  recognition 
plaque  and  proclamation  of 
appreciation.  Shown  are 
Aaams  and  pastor  Robert 
M.  Moore,  Sr. 

10.  The  men's  ministry  of 

Parkway  Church, 

Hernando,  recently  hosted 
a  community-wide  wild 
game  supper  and  men's 
rally.  Richard  Riddle,  speak¬ 
er;  Mike  Ramage,  pastor. 

11.  Concord  Church,  Benton- 
Tippah  Association,  hon¬ 
ored  pastor  Robert  E. 

Walker  and  his  wife  Bettye 
with  a  monetary  gift  for 
Pastor  Appreciation  Day. 

Shown  are  Walker,  Bettye 
Walker,  and  Billy  Tigrett. 

12.  First  Church,  Richland, 
recently  ordained  their  min¬ 
ister  of  music,  Tim  Moak,  to 
the  gospel  ministry.  Shown 
are  Moak,  Mary  Moak,  and 
pastor  Bill  Patterson. 

13.  Calvary  Chapel,  Parchman, 

held  a  Missions  Weekend 
Jan.  26-28.  Shown  is  Norma 
Whitten,  one  of  ten  mission¬ 
aries  who  spoke,  in  native  17.  Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  more  information,  call 

Quechua  dress.  Lincoln  County,  exceeded  Duncan  Tucker  at  (601) 

their  $2500  Lottie  Moon  546-2120  or  398-6712. 

14.  First  Church,  Polkville,  Christmas  Offering  by 

recently  held  dedication  collecting  $3424.  The  19.  Kreole  Avenue  Church, 

services  for  their  newly  ren-  church  averages  50  in  Moss  Point,  will  host  the 

ovated  sanctuary.  Shown  Sunday  School.  Jacob  Blue  Singers  Mar.  4, 6 

are  Glen  Wiggins,  Willie  p.m.  For  more  information, 

Carr,  pastor  Norris  Abies,  18.  Bethesda  Church,  Terry,  call  (228)  475-1306.  Don 

and  Danny  Harrison.  will  host  a  youth  Womble,  pastor. 

DiscipleNow  March  23-25. 

15.  Four  members  of  Calvary  Open  to  7th-12th  grade.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Church,  Summit,  recently  Cost  is  $25,  and  all 

returned  from  a  10  day  mis-  churches  are  invited.  For 

sion  trip  to  South  Africa. 
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couples  who  will  celebrate  F  ,  jJagK| 

or  more 

riage  in  2007  Total  vears  of 
marriage  for  these  couples  BB* 5t | 

^ 

couple  received  a  certificate  ||fl|||rajk 

congratulations. 


1 3.  Missions  Weekend,  Calvary  Chapel,  ftirchman 


14.  Dedication  Service,  First  Church,  Polkville 


10.  Mart  Ministry,  hwkway  Church,  Hernando 


11.  Fhstor  Appreciation  Day,  Concord  Church,  Benton-Tippah  Assoc 


15.  South  African  Mission  Trip,  Calvary  Church,  Summit 


12.  Music  Minister  Ordination,  First  Church,  Richland 


16.  Couples  Recognized  for  50+  Years  of  Marriage,  Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Man.  m2  -  2004 
copyrighted  200S 

MR  XLI  PMTW  SJ  LMQ 
XLEX  LEXL  YRHIVWX- 
ERHMRK  AMWHSQ  MW 
JSYRH;  FYX  E  VSH  MW 
JSYRH;  FYX  E  VSH  MW 
JSV  XLI  FEGO  SJ  LMQ 
XLEX  MW  ^SMH  SJ 
YRHIVWXERHMRK. 

TVSZIVFW  XIR:  XLMVXIIR 
Clue:  Z  *  V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 

The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  Twenty  .Forty-Six. 


The  children  of  Main  Street 
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evement  award  in 
in  the  2007  Miss- 
ollegiate  Art  Com* 
at  the  Meridian 


member  of 


Maakestad  announced  Fay- 
ard's  award  and  Other 
award  winners  at  the  open¬ 
ing  reception  at  the  Museum 
on  FebTiO.  Fear  of  Commit¬ 
ment,  a  mixed  media  work 


\  was 
Show. 


Shown  is  Paul  Fayaid. 
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Design  ft  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  ft  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 
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FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  8.25% 


Theae  bond*  mav  be  placed  in  a  aeit -directed  IRA 
Transfers  and  rollover*  accepted,  in  meet  case*. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 


Trooper  Hales 

info®  msaudiollc  .com 


P.O.  Box  1 575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


ia  announcement  is  neither  an  otter  to  sell 
r  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only 


A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 


nhuin  a  pnepsctM  which  detente*  all  of  the 
pan  toiler*  ol  the  imdmakms  Read  it  caiefally  letter 
you  invent  or  teed  money  All  hnad*  arc  offered  at  ten 
value.  Mined  hi  avariahtlitv 


CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


TO  Bet  IIK 
Bmtoa.ABTMIMJU 
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Church  Bond*  serrerals  hnaf  ntfered  I 

Crest  Nation  Investment  (  nrp 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 
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DO  YOU  KNOW 

A  STRONG  WOMAN? 


One  who  perseveres 
a  leader  mentor  defendei 
or  a  young  woman 
filled  with  potential 


Baptist 

"  WOMEN 


NOBTS  bivocational  music  class  open  for  enrollment 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  —  March 
19  is  the  beginning  date  for  Class  Voice, 
the  eighth  of  eight  courses  at  three  loca¬ 
tions  in  Mississippi  sponsored  by  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS)  and 
designed  to  provide  basic  training  for 
bivocational  music  directors  and  other 
musk  leaders  in  churches. 

The  other  seven  courses  are  Song 
Leading;  Worship  Planning;  Reading 
Musk:  Rhythm /Pitch;  Reading  Music: 
Harmony  /Melody;  Hvmnology; 
Musk  Administration/Staff  Relations; 
and  Survey  of  Musk  Resources. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is  scheduled 
over  a  two-year  period.  Each  course  is 
independent  and  has  no  prerequisite 
Each  student  who  completes  the  eight 
courses  earns  a  Church  Music 
Certificate  from  NOBTS,  plus  a  credit 
of  eight  hours  toward  an  on  campus 
degree  program.  There  is  a  one-time 
registration  fee  of  $25  and  the  cost  of 

each  course  is  $125. 

A  $60.00  scholarship  is  available  lor 
all  first-time  students.  Students  already 
enrolled  are  not  eligible.  The  grant  is 
limited  to  one  person  per  church. 

Class  Voice  will  meet  once  a  week  for 
two  hours  for  eight  consecutive  weeks 
at  the  following  locations  and  times: 

•  Broadmoor  Church.  Madison,  thin¬ 
ning  March  19  (7-9  p.m).  jimmy  McCaleb, 
teacher.  Telephone.  (601)  924-1233. 

•  First  Church,  Boonevitle,  begin¬ 
ning  March  19  (7-9  p.m  ).  LuAnne  Ford, 
teacLer,  Telephone:  (662)  728-6272. 


'll 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

•  Northcrest  Church,  Meridian, 
beginning  March  19  (6:30  -  8:30  p.m  ). 
Buddv  McElrov,  teacher.  Telephone. 
(601)  '681-6615,  '(H)  601.-679-1887. 

A  new  cycle  of  courses  will  begin  with 
the  course,  Song  leading,  on  August  20 
at  the  following  additional  locations: 

Area  1:  Hernando  Church, 

Hernando,  Barry  Tweedy,  teacher. 
Telephone:  (662)  429-6361 

Area  3:  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood,  (August  21).  Tommy 
Smith,  teacher.  (662)  453-2801. 

Area  4:  Winston  Association  Office, 
Louisville.  Dave  Tribble,  teacher. 
Telephone:  (662)  803-9990. 


Area  7:  Franklin  Association  Office 
Time  to  be  announced.  Mark 
Hamilton,  teacher.  Telephone:  (601) 
894-5848. 

Area  8:  Tri-County 

Association  Office,  Columbia 
(begins  August  21;  time  to  be 
announced).  R  E.  Thompson, 
teacher.  Telephone:  (601) 

270-8166. 

Area  9:  Grace  Memorial 
Church,  Gulfport.  Time  to 
be  announced.  Anthony 
Turner,  teacher.  Telephone: 

(228)  863-5096. 

The  teachers  may  be  con 
tacted  for  more  information 
or  contact  Jimmy  McCaleb  at 
(601)  292-3273  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748 
1651,  ext.  273.  E-mail:  jnrtc 
caleb@mbcb.org. 

The  bivocational  cours 
es  are  funded  by  fees 
and  by  gifts  to  the 
Cooperative  Program. 
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Area  Map  for 
Bivocational  Courses 
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Mus  Evelyn  H  Vaughn 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 

www.bapttetchildrGnsviltagA.oom 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


Mr  Bray  Stem  McClamrock 
Mr  Nick  ('Ini 


Mr  A  Mn  Clydr  E  Dcrmutn 


Mr  A  Mn  Elite  O  Cummm. 

Mr  A  Mn  Elite  O.  C  ummin. 

Virgin  Scan 

Mr  Mirth.  T  Richards 
Fteyd  Ota  Seal 

Mr  *  Mn.  Leader  E.  Brawn 

WHtl-Mtii 

Hopewell  Bapusl  Church 


MEMORIALS 


Mr.  *  Mn  Lany  Oteo 


Mary  LyaejCtayl 
A  Ralph  Perkins 


Mr  ft  Mn  Malcolm  Norwuud. 
Mn  Venn  Kay  Taylor 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Bobby  l.  KM 


Fellowship  BC  Tsykeiviltc 

>  ABw 

Mn  Dornthy  S  Mulheam 
^Mr  ft  Mn  Jeans  T.  Ballard 


Ms  Joyce  M.Capaud 


Dr.  ft  Mn  Rohen  M  Haavey 


Mr  R.  L  Dye 
Ms  KaMyD  Ferguson 
Mary  LynajCteeryH  Leigh 


Or  ft  Mn  James  H  May 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jim  Pilgrim 
Dima  Remc .  Amanda .  Rwgct 
ft  Zachary 


Mn.  Mary  M  McPh.il 
hParBar.Br. 

Mr  ft  Mn  Dale  E  Farmer 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  day  Thonm 


Mr  Jack  W  Puppar 
BP  Cooper  Bluer  Plan 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Larry  Benson 

aa  D.  “Game”  Mr 

Mr  ft  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkins 


January  2997  f  * 


I.  Dorafty  Hughes 
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Mr.  ft  Mn.  Larry  Beaao 
Mn.  Hiram  Davis  Jr 
Oraebar  Brolhen.  lac. 
Mttdi  ft  Dlaae  Riser 
Jeamuac  ft  Carl  Odoai 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  Spten 
Mr  ft  Mn  Joel  Span 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Refer  Span 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Rayaand  Span 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Stale  Seal 
Mr.  ft  Mn  WUliam  Rowley 
Mr  ft  Mn  Jeremy  Fenmberr 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  Narmaa 
Mr.AMn  RhenW.  Pierce 

laC.WMttey 
Msaa  Jaaa  Oravea 


Mary  Lyaa  Cheryl  Leigh 

ft  Ralph  Perkins 

Mr  AMn  BartR  .Wta 


Mr.  Dudley  Wllliam.ua 

Rev.  AJban  J.  BrMwaB 

tern —  aa _ aft  a ft  fra. - ■  i 
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Mr.  ft  Mn  Jimmy 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Rafae  Childs 

Mr  A  Mn  Sheet  Saadei 

Feb.  1-23,2997 

Prmliy  Clark 

Ms  Mary  C  Garraa 

Honors 

Dorothy  Hactaby 

l^llg  cMAtm's  Vlgi 

Charles  A  Kay  1  ladaey. 

mn 

Aagte  A  Wes 

Ms.  Virginia  S  Wood 
Forever  Young  SSC. 
PBC  Madura 


Mr  Bobby  C  Gardner 
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Mary  Aaa  Gray 

Rev.  ft  Mn.  Mien  H  Mapp  Jr. 


Mr.  ft  Mn  QcraU  Stanfurd 


Mr.  A  Mn  Joacph  C  Hull 
Mr  ft  Mn.  OaraU  Sianlord 
Mr.ftMn  Billy  Uoyd 

Mr  Danny  Young 
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Jo  A  Jimmie  Smtehey 

Mr.  A  Mn  David  B.  Bowie. 

Mr.  Bab  Hayes 

Mr  A  Mn  David  C.  Bnacoc 
Mr.  A  Mn  Tom  Woodward 
T.  A.  I  Aubrey  I  Hajama 


Bobby  A  May  Brack 
Mr  ft  Mn.  BUI  Hamiboa 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Balfour  Lipacomb 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Louie  C.  Magee 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  R.  L  Fortenberry 
Mn.  JoAna  Pace 


Mr.  A  Idn.  Larry  P  Franklin 

Oar  Jaedan 

Mr.  A  l*i.  Jimmy  Jaakms 
■MiKaMr 
Ma.AaftB.Sata 


BCV  Job  Openings 


Jackson, 


r 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Laay  Meftoa 

iS.  Cooper 

Tkey  Can 

The  position  is  part-time  with  work  hours 
during  afternoons,  evenings  and  weekends. 


Houseparent(s)  needed  on 

This  position  is  full-time 
with  salary  and  benefits. 

For  more  information  on  either  position , 
please  go  to  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 
or  call  601-922-2242. 


ble  Studies  for  Life 

Jesus  Forgives  Our  Sins 

John  8:2-11,30-36 


By  Angit  Boydahin 


I  love  teaching  children;  it 
always  provides  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  break  concepts  down  to 
tneir  simplest  form.  When  I  talk 
with  children  about  repenting 
of  their  sins,  1  tell  them  that 
repentance  means  asking  God 
for  forgiveness  of  a  sin  and 
then  walking  away  (in  the 
other  direction)  from  the  sin. 
We  talk  about  leaving  that  sin 
behind  as  best  we  can,  knowing 
that  God  has  forgiven  us.  Even 
into  adulthood,  we  often  have  a 
hard  time  understanding  how 
God  really  forgives  us. 

,  The  good  news  is  that  Jesus 
would  rather  forgive  our  sins 
and  see  us  lead  lives  of  right¬ 
eousness  than  He  would  con¬ 
demn  us  in  our  sins.  However, 
we  need  to  know  that  when 


Jesus  provides  the 
opportunity  for  us  to 
be  forgiven.  He 
expects  something  in 
return  from  us.  We  must  be 
ready  to  forsake  the  ways  of 
life  we  have  lived  in  the  past 
and  to  lead  a  pure  life  in  the 
future.  Repentance  and  for¬ 
giveness  are  not  merely  decla¬ 
rations  that  have  no  effect  on 
our  daily  living.  Having  our 
sins  forgiven  wul  change  both 
our  lives  and  our  lifestyles. 

In  John  8:2-4,  Jesus  was 
teaching  informally  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  when  the  religious  leaders 
Drought  a  woman  before  Him 
whom  they  had  caught  in  the 
act  of  committing  a  sin.  This 
particular  lady  had  been  found 
in  the  act  of  adultery,  some- 
dung  I'm  sure  she  wanted  to  be 
kept  a  secret.  However,  she  was 


$ 
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made  to  stand  in  full 
view  of  all  those  in  the 
temple  as  a  way  of 
exposing  her  sin  and 
shaming  her. 

John  goes  on  to 
show  in  verses  5-6a 
that  the  religious  lead¬ 
ers'  real  motivation  in 
bringing  the  woman 
forward  was  to  trap 
Jesus.  They  knew  that 
His  message  was  centered  on 
mercy  and  forgiveness.  In  order 
to  leave  Jesus  with  no  right 
answer,  they  pointed  out  mat 
according  to  tne  law  of  Moses 
the  woman  should  be  stoned  to 
death.  Then,  they  asked  Jesus 
what  He  had  to  say  about  it. 
Clearly,  the  leaders  weren't  as 
concerned  with  the  woman’s 
sin  as  they  were  with  Jesus 
response  to  it.  If  Jesus  said  to 
let  tar  go,  he  would  be  in  con¬ 
flict  with  the  law. 

Their  mistake  of  pitting 
Jesus  against  the  law  is  one  that 
we  make  sometimes  too. 
Sometimes  we  focus  more  on 
the  sin  rather  than  what  the 
consequences  of  the  sin  are.  We 


try  to  categorize  and  place  lev¬ 
els  of  blame  on  sins  when  real¬ 
ly  they  should  all  be  viewed 
equally.  We  should  always 
define  sin  according  to  God's 
Word,  being  careful  not  to  mis¬ 
use  or  misapply  the  Word. 

As  the  passage  goes  on  to 
show  in  verses  6b-ll,  Jesus 
auickly  put  a  stop  to  this  game 
tne  religious  leaders  were 


igiou: 

playing.  His  answer  to  them 
was  that  those  who  were  with¬ 
out  sin  should  cast  the  first 
stone.  That  response  dispersed 
the  crowd  fast.  Soon  Jesus  was 
the  only  one  left  with  the 
woman.  When  He  noticed  that 
none  were  left  to  condemn  her, 
He  told  her  that  He  also  did 
not  condemn  her. 

Jesus  was  not  negating 
what  she  had  done  because  as 
He  let  her  go.  He  told  her  to 
leave  her  life  of  sin.  As  is 
always  his  goal  in  forgiveness. 
He  desired  that  she  make  the 
choice  to  stop  what  she  had 
been  doing  and  to  walk  away 
from  her  sinful  ways. 
Although  no  overt  reference  is 
made  that  this  woman  repent¬ 


ed,  we  can  clearly  see  Jesus' 
mercy  and  the  possibility  of  a 
new  start  if  she  would  make  a 
break  with  her  sinful  life. 

Surely,  we  would  like  to 
think  that  this  had  a  profound 
impact  on  this  woman's  life, 
but  we  cannot  know  that  she 
made  the  change  that  Jesus 
required.  Repentance  and  for¬ 
giveness  are  the  beginning  of 
fife  change.  Sin  is  a  cruel  mas¬ 
ter.  Those  who  choose  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  their  sin  become  slaves 
to  sin  as  Jesus  outlined  later  in 
chapter  8,  verses  30-36.  Here, 
Jesus  also  articulated  a  charac¬ 
teristic  of  true  disciples  -  they 
continue  in  His  Word.  Those 
who  do  so  know  the  truth,  and 
they  know  true  freedom.  This 
freedom  comes  from  asking  for 
forgiveness,  repenting  and 
leaving  sin  behind,  and  contin¬ 
uing  to  follow  Jesus'  words. 

Boydstun  is  Preschool  and 
Children’s  consultant  in  the 
Sunday  School  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  and  a  member  of  Pinelake 
Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Acknowledge  a  Secure  Salvation 

1  Peter  1:1-12 


international  terrorists,  I 
local  criminals,  and  com- 
puter  hackers.  The  topic 
‘unjust  suffering"  appears 
in  every  chapter  of  1  Peter  (1:6-7, 
11;  2:12, 19-21, 23;  3:14, 16-17;  4:1, 
4, 13-15, 19;  5:1, 9-10). 
lion.  The  Transportation  Security  To  encourage  his  readers. 
Administration,  an  agency  that  Peter  began  his  Tetter  with  amaz- 
Homeland  Security  oversees,  ing  details  of  eternal  security, 
will  receive  $4.7  billion  for  avia-  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ, 
tion  security.  Because  crime  has  1.  Before  Time 
been  rampant,  alarm  systems  God,  knowing  all  things  in 
protect  a  growing  number  of  advance,  solved  toe  problem  of 
cars,  homes,  ana  businesses,  sin.  When?  ANSWER:  before  the 
Without  installing  security  soft-  crucifixion,  actually 

ware,  surfing  the  internet  safely  "before/from  the  foundation  of 
would  not  be  possible.  Security  the  world"  (1:20;  see  also  Mt 
counteracts  uncertainty,  a  funda-  2534;  Eph.  1:4;  Rev.  133;  17:8). 
mental  feature  erf  earthly  life.  Why?  ANSWERS:  [a]  God  cared 
In  the  first  century,  the  (5:7).  He  left  nothing  to  chance 

Apostle  Peter  addressed  taliev-  because  we  matter,  fb)  God 

ers  living  in  five  Roman  could.  We  cannot  save  ourselves, 

provinces  (present-day  The  Greek  noun  prognosis, 

Northern  Turkey).  They  were  translated  "foreknowledge," 

facing  religious  persecution,  an  reveals  God  as  proactive  (l:l-2a; 


In  the  twenty-first  century, 
mericans  spend  more  than  ever 
►r  security.  The  proposed  bud- 
et  (2007)  for  the  Department  of 
iomeland  Security  is  $35.6  bil- 


of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
toons  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
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24.  Ytouth  Group,  Arkadetphia  Church,  Arkadelphia 
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25.  Notebuming,  Bunker  HIM  Church,  Marion  County 


26.  Ministerial  Ordination,  Line  Creek  Church,  Morton 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


24.  The  youth  of  Arkadelplua 
Church,  Bailey,  prepared 
candy  bags  during  a 
Valentine  party  Feb.  7  for  a 
local  nursing  home.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

25.  Bunker  Hill  Church, 
Marion  County,  held  a 
note  burning  ceremony  to 
acknowledge  retirement  of 
debt  on  die  church's  Family 
Life  Center  and  Christian 
Education/Office  building. 
Shown  is  the  building  com¬ 
mittee.  From  left,  Jim  Allen, 
John  Gardner,  Randy 
Gardner,  Patricia  Duncan, 
and  Bridged  Brewer. 

26.  Line  Creek  Church,  Mor¬ 
ton,  licensed  Tal  Vardaman 
to  die  gospel  ministry  Feb. 
11.  Shown  are  Vardaman 
and  Kent  Pickett. 

27.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Golden,  held  a  ribbon  cut¬ 
ting  ceremony  recendy  ded¬ 
icating  the  nursery  at  die 
church  in  memory  of  Zelma 
Holcomb  who  was  killed  in 
a  car  accident.  Shown  are 
pastor  Charles  Holcomb, 
Mary  Helen  Wilson,  and 
Irene  Williams. 

28.  Peach  Creek  Church, 
Panola  Association,  had  a 
note  burning  ceremony 
Feb.  4  in  celebration  of  their 
debt  retirement  on  their 
education  building.  Shown 
are  Lael  Palmertree,  Otis 
Jenkins,  Bunny  Jenkins, 
Ann  Lambert,  Billy  Joe 
Lambert,  and,  in  back,  pas¬ 
tor  Bobby  Caples. 

29.  Members  of  Iglesia  Mara- 
villoso  Salvador,  a  joint 
venture  of  First  Church, 
Cleveland,  and  Calvary 
Chapel,  Parchman,  are 
seen  in  front  of  their  van, 
which  was  donated  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Kent  of 
Cleveland. 

30.  First  Church,  Richton, 

recognized  Mary 

Touchstone  for  10  years  of 
service  as  church  secre¬ 
tary.  She  received  a 
plaque  and  gift  at  the  Jan. 
7  worship  service. 

31.  Ron  Jordan,  pastor  of 

Holly  Springs  Church, 
Foxworth,  had  to  preach 


from  the  roof  of  the 
church  because  he  had 
challenged  the  members 
of  his  church  to  exceed 
the  goal  of  75  in  Sunday 
School.  The  churcn 
exceeded  their  goal. 

32.  The  GAs  of  First  Church, 
McLaurin,  Hattiesburg, 
visited  Bedford  Care 
Nursing  Facility  Feb.  10, 
taking  40  Valentine  goody 
bags  and  cupcakes  to  the 
residents  and  staff. 
Participants  included 
Jennifer  Pittman,  Melanie 
Linton,  Carlee  Lott,  Andrea 
Wilson,  Hannah  Jacobson, 
Breanna  Pittman,  Melinda 
Mixon,  Betty  Legg,  and 
Jonathan  Pittman. 

33.  Enon  Church,  Grenada, 

recently  licensed  Ricky 
Harris  to  the  gospel  min¬ 
istry,  Shown  are  Harris  with 
pastor  Fletcher  Moorman. 


27.  Ribbon  Cutting,  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Poplar  Springs 


33.  Harris  and  Moorman,  Enon  Church,  Grenada 


